The Litmus Test for Being Spiritual

1 Cor. 12:1-3

Introduction

Who is spiritual?

Determining 


 testing (1)

What does it mean to be spiritual?

Spiritual –

Spiritual gift –

An 



 test of the past (2)

Contrast from the past to the present

An inappropriate test looks at the peripherals.

The defining test: 

 Jesus is Lord (3)

The importance of knowledge

Three different experiences


1. Pagan experience: being led astray to dumb idols


2. Jewish experience: declaring Jesus is anathema

            3. Christian experience in the Spirit: confessing Jesus is Lord
Truth Concept

THINK – All Christians are spiritual

FEEL – Certain spiritual gifts do not create an elite spiritual     class

DO – Deny the hunger for status and recognition

Growth Group Questions

1. What testing methods are used in culture to determine whether a person is in or out of a group? 

2. What indicators have you personally used in viewing or determining your own spirituality? (For example: whether or not I swore today, read my bible, etc.)

3. How many times does Paul use the term spiritual gifts or gifts in chapters 12-14 of 1 Corinthians? Is there a consistent theme in which he uses the word/phrase?

4. Read Philippians 2:1-18 and record the characteristics of an individual who helps people to see that Jesus is Lord.

5. Is there a spiritual gift today that is considered to be the highest expression of religious experience? What observations led you to this conclusion?

6.  As you reflect on last weekend’s sermon, what one principle or insight stands out as being particularly helpful, insightful, or difficult to grasp?

